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NEW VFMC MEMBERS 
JOINING DURING 
LOCKDOWN: 

MARY AND DAVID ANDERSON 
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PLEASE NOTE: ALL LIVE EVENTS  
Club Sessions 

Every Tuesday except the 2nd (concert   
night), Ringwood East Community Hall, 
Knaith Rd Reserve. 7.30 Australian Folk 
Songs; 8.00-10.15 main supportive round 
robin session for singing, playing, 
reciting, performing, yarns, workshops, 
etc. Supper. $5 members, $6 non 
members. The 4th Tues is for all-in round 
robin tunes, dance sets & group singing. 
All welcome. www.vfmc.org.au 
 

 

Guest Performer Concert 

On the second Tuesday of the month 
(instead of the weekly session) a concert 
is held featuring top acoustic performers. 
Ringwood East Community Hall. 
Concerts start with open stage acts at 
7.45pm, finishing 10.15pm. $14, $12 
conces and $10 members, kids no charge. 
All welcome.  www.vfmc.org.au 

 

Club Event CalendarClub Event CalendarClub Event CalendarClub Event Calendar    

CANCELLED DURING PANDEMIC! 

 

 

By-Ear Sessions 

To be organised at a future date 
hopefully. 

 

Ringwood Colonial Dance 

Family Bush Dance, first Saturday of 
every month except January 8-11pm at 
the Ringwood East Senior Citizens Hall, 
Laurence Grove. A different band each 
month and all ages are welcome. $12, 
$10 concession and members, kids free. 
No charge. Contact: Jane 9762-1389 / 
www.vfmc.org.au 

 

Ringwood Children’s Dance 

Every 3rd Saturday of each month except 
December and January. 2-3.30pm at the 
Ringwood East Senior Citizens Hall, 
Laurence  Grove. Live band each month. 
All school age children welcome. $5 a 
child, $10 a family. Adults free. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1st Nov. 
 

 

2nd 3rd 

Club Session 

ZOOM 

4th 5th 6th 7th 

Zoom 

Dance 

8th 9th 

 

 

10th 

Concert Night 
ZOOM EVE  
Guest artists 

 

11th 12th 

 

 

 

 

13th 14th 

15th 16th 

 

 

 

17th 

Club Session 

ZOOM 

18th 19th 20th 21st 
Zoom 

Dance 

22nd 23rd 

 

 

 

 

24th 

Club Session 

ZOOM  
(ALL-IN) 

25th 26th 27th 28th 

 

 

29th 

 

 

 

30th 
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                            ONLINE CONCERT NIGHT REPORT    

60 plus patrons attended the October online concert on Tuesday 13th, a pretty 
good turn-up being only the second of its kind the Club has so far attempted.  
 

Club President Steve Bullock was MC. He introduced Maggie 
Somerville as the first of the Spot Acts. 
Maggie presented a Henry Lawson poem, 
Eurunderee, to her own tune, which tells of 
Lawson’s return to the town he had 
affection for but found it changed. Maggie then sang her 
own song, Wear A Mask—very topical at present. 

 

 

Ken McGregor accompanied by autoharp sang The Lish 
Young Buy A Broom, and followed this with The 
Oxploughing Song on concertina. Two good rousing 
English folk songs! 
 

 

 

Maree and Bill Buttler presented Fields Of Gold, a 
song by Sting. Maree played harp while Bill filled in 
with harmonica, and then another tongue-in-cheek 
look at the virus, Virus In The Air. 
 

 

Stephen Whiteside presented a selection of eight poems: 
Corona Giant, The Cold Virus War, The Potoroo and a Pot 
o’Roo, The Snow Gum and the Chewing Gum, The Platypus 
and the Plaited Puss, The Magpie and the Meat Pie, The 
Great Fruit Race! and The Lorikeets Are Sleeping. 
 

 

Maria and Dylan sang a Swedish lullaby, Trollmors 
Vaggsang, about a mother troll putting the kids to 
sleep. They followed this with the Irish tune by 
O’Carolan, Planxty Irwin, on wooden flute. 
 

 

         (continued over…) 
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After a short break the MC introduced the main act for the evening, which was the 
DODSWORTHS - Graham Dodsworth accompanied by daughter Penelope.  
 

The Dodsworth name will be well known to festival goers as the whole family 
have been involved in folk music for many years.  
 

Graham has been a singer, songwriter, guitarist and performer since childhood, and 
uses his long association and intimate knowledge of folklore to deliver powerful 
interpretations of Australian, Celtic, British and contemporary Folk Songs. He has 
a Master of Arts in Australian Folklore and takes audiences on entertaining tours 
of 19th and early 20th century Australian song. He opened his bracket with a 
lament for the working man, a gentle song with nice acoustic guitar. ‘Turning steel, 
how do you feel, As in the chuck you spin. If you felt like me you’d roll right out, 
And roll back in’. 
Penelope sang one of the great narrative folk songs of all time, Lord Franklin, 
recorded by many top folk artists. In the form of a sailor’s dream Lady Franklin 
recounts the fate of the expedition in 1845 to find a route through the Northwest 
Passage to the Pacific. Lord Franklin’s ships  became trapped in ice with the 
eventual loss of all. Franklin was a Naval officer, sailed with Nelson, was involved 
in the American war, and sailed with Matthew Flinders and was at one time a 
Governor of Van Diemen’s Land. Through climate change I believe it is now 
possible to navigate right through the Northwest Passage. Discussion on 
Penelope’s song noted that it has been found that the crew suffered from lead 
poisoning through eating the newly invented tinned food. A chilling story in many 
ways! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    (continued over…) 

ONLINE CONCERT NIGHT REPORT 
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ONLINE CONCERT NIGHT (continued): 
 

Moreton Bay was another song strong on tragedy, and a sad poignant song 
This Land Of Dreams. ‘I am the last of my people and I am going too’. The 
Dodsworths are from Central Victoria so it was only natural that a song of 
gold discovery near Tarrangower (Maldon) should be on the card.  
 

Then a slower drawn out 
version of Ryebuck Shearer 
was interesting, followed by 
a free form version of 
Waltzing Matilda backed 
with nice arpeggios on 
Graham’s guitar. Humpin’ 
Me Drum is another good 
old traditional song, and this 
was followed by Dorothy 
Hewitt’s Weevil’s In The 
Flour.  
 

They finished their selection of songs with one about the Atherton 
Tablelands by Michael O’Rourke.  
 

Many thanks to Graham and Penelope for their fine performance, and the 
spot acts too for sharing their talents. Thanks to Steve for being MC, Bill 
for handling the Zoom controls, all who brought the Concert together, and 
the patrons for their support.  
 

Next month The Brumbies will be the guest act, along with spot acts. 
Tuesday 10th November. Check out Humanitix. 
        
    - review by Don Fraser ; photos by Trevor Voake 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

MEMBERS: Would you like to read some newsletters from other folk 
organisations? 
 

The VFMC receives several newsletters from other organisations, some via 
email. We have asked these other clubs if they agree to us passing on their 
newsletters to our members. If you would like to receive these other 
newsletters, please register your interest with Trevor, our membership 
secretary, by email to:  membership@vfmc.org.au  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

 

DUE   TO 

 

 

COVID-19 

 

 

THE  VFMC 

 

 

IS  NOW 

 

 

RUNNING 

 

 

A  ZOOM 

 

 

DANCE 

 

 

ON  THE 

 

 

 

1st  &  3rd 

 

 

SATURDAY 

 

 

OF  EACH 

 

 

MONTH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

       

       

       

       

 

 

   Photo by    Trevor Voake 
 

Diary dates for November:    
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NED KELLY AND THE GREEN  SASH—Don Fraser 

 

The other week I mentioned Dave 
Thiesen’s comments about the Kelly 
Gang’s exploits at Jerilderie. If you ever 
stop in this town on your way north you 
will find a well set out walk around the 
town with sign-posted points of interest 
relating to the time the Kelly Gang 
‘dropped in for a few days’. It is well 
worth stretching the legs there while 
having a coffee or to give the dog a run.  

It has been mentioned previously at the 
Club, through Stephen Whiteside’s poem 
‘The Sash’, which Maggie Somerville later 
set to music, of a connection that both 
Maggie’s and my own forebears had with 
the said Edward Kelly.   

Stephen’s poem mentions the origins of a green sash Ned Kelly was presented 
with when, as a boy of 11, he saved seven-year-old Richard Shelton from 
drowning in Hugh’s Creek near Avenel in 1866. This must have been a 
treasured symbol of gratitude for Ned as it was discovered under his armour 
when he was finally captured. My grandmother, Charlotte Shelton, was from 
the Avenel district and was related to the Sheltons there. You can see this sash 
on display at the local museum in Benalla, which is also a very well set up and 
interesting place for a stop. (See photo above) 

Also of note is that Maggie Somerville is a descendent of Sir Redmond Barry, 
who sentenced Ned to hang for certain of his other less virtuous deeds. We can 
speculate on the outcome if, as Dave Thiesen points out, the school teacher had 
not averted a planned derailment by the Kellys of the train carrying the police to 
Glenrowan in 1880. 

       -  by Don Fraser 

  

         SEE OVER FOR STEPHEN WHITESIDE’S POEM: ‘THE SASH’ 
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THE SASH—by Stephen Whiteside 

“Now, don’t you take the shortcut, Dick, that runs beside the creek.” 

Mrs Shelton hugged her son, then kissed him on the cheek. 
“The creek is high. The path is wet. You’ll likely have a spill. 
So walk to school across the bridge. Promise me you will!” 

“I promise,” spoke the little boy, with voice both soft and flat. 
His mother nodded wisely, but she quickly noticed that 
He hadn’t looked her in the eye. The meaning, she could glean it. 
“O promise me again, young man, and say it like you mean it!” 

 

“I promise!” spoke the boy once more, and then he dashed away. 
The worried mother shook her head. Well, what more could she say? 

Hours of housework lay ahead. She couldn’t hold his hand. 
The creek was treacherous today. She prayed he’d understand. 
Young Richard ran along the road towards the bridge of stone. 
O Mum was such a worrywart! He often walked alone. 
“I’ve been this way a hundred times, and never fallen yet. 
I’ll just be extra careful, ‘cos I know the ground is wet.” 

 

He left the road before the bridge, and dashed across the grass. 
He raced beside the water where so often he would pass. 
At last he reached the fallen tree that stretched from bank to bank. 
The rounded top had been removed to make it like a plank. 
He walked the fallen log with ease, as agile as a cat, 
But a mighty gust of wind rushed past, and whisked away his hat! 
He saw it catch upon a branch a foot or two below. 
He reached his hand….then tumbled to the deep creek’s icy flow! 
 

Ned Kelly saw him falter. He was on the farther shore. 
He was taking pails of milk to town to sell them at the store. 
He quickly put the buckets down. Towards the creek he raced. 
He knew the lad would not last long. He had to move with haste! 
The current spun him round and round. The little boy was trapped, 
But Ned was equal to the task. Reserves of strength he tapped. 
He hurled himself towards young Dick. He grabbed him, gave a yank, 
Then kicked and thrashed, and thrashed and kicked, and dragged him             
                   to the bank. 
 

         (continued over…) 
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       They lay together panting out of reach of boiling foam, 
Till Ned reached out a hand & said, “Come on Dick, I’ll take you home.” 

So weary, cold and sodden, with a mighty tale to tell, 
The two boys plodded slowly to the Royal Mail Hotel. 
Then poor old Mrs Shelton, she collapsed in tears of joy 

When she heard how Ned alone had saved her darling naughty boy. 
She stripped the two boys of their clothes, and warmed them by the fire, 
And heard once more the details of their tale so very dire. 
 

She searched her husband’s wardrobe for some clothes for Ned to wear. 
Though she did her best to fit him, there were rolls of cloth to spare! 
So Ned resumed his journey. He retrieved each heavy pail, 
For money was so very short. This task he could not fail. 
Then Mrs Shelton took young Dick most firmly by the hand, 
And marched him straight across the bridge, the route she’d always 

planned 

That he would follow from the start (her mood was slightly cool!) 
And delivered him belatedly (but finally!) to school.  
 

When Mr Shelton heard the news, returning home that night, 
He dropped into his armchair, and his face turned white with fright. 
Then he sipped a little whiskey till some colour reached his cheek, 
And when he had recovered, he was heard these words to speak: 
“I owe that young Ned Kelly lad a debt I cannot pay. 
I’ll be so very grateful to him till my dying day. 
I know his struggling family are never far from strife, 
But all I know for certain is he saved my dear son’s life!” 

   
Then Mr Shelton gave young Ned a long green silken sash. 
Ned fingered it with wonder. It was just so bright and flash. 
It became a prized possession. He would wear it when he could. 
Perhaps it just reminded him that, deep down, he was good! 
Well, Ned Kelly had his troubles, and his life a grim turn took, 
And some say he’s a hero, and some say he’s a crook. 
But this should not surprise: when the troopers stemmed his dash 

At Glenrowan, ‘neath his armour lay his bright green silken sash! 
 

    © Stephen Whiteside, 2009 

Winner: Golden Gumleaf (Children’s Poem of the Year), Australian Bush 

Laureate Awards, 2013 

 

PLEASE NOTE: The poem was actually written as 16 four-line verses, but 

Maggie changed it to 8 eight-line verses when setting it to music. (See over) 
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VIRTUAL CHOIR 

Invitation to be part of virtual choir video: Bruce Watson’s ‘Déjà Vu’ 

 

Are you interested in being part of a virtual choir video?  If so, read on! If 
not, feel free to skip straight to the next item in this newsletter! 

 

During Melbourne’s first lockdown I wrote 30 Songs in 30 days and 
posted them daily on YouTube. One of those songs is called Déjà Vu. It’s 
a short, simple round. I made a quick video of myself singing the different 
parts. You can take a look at it here to see how the song goes: https://
youtu.be/mFrIfXRsIzU 

 

Recently someone suggested that I go the whole hog and invite people to 
record themselves singing one of the parts so I can put together one of 
those composite videos with lots of people singing from their own home.   
I loved that idea – so that’s what I am doing. 
 

If you would like to video yourself singing this song, send me an email 
(address below), and I will send you the words and musical notation, a 
‘guide’ track for you to sing along to, and a set of instructions and tips to 
make it happen.  
 

All you will need is a phone (or camera) to record on, and earbuds/
headphones connected to another device to play the guide track. It should 
only take a short time to become familiar with the piece, record it and send 
it off. 
 

The cut-off for your contribution is Sunday 15th November. Then I’ll get 
to work on putting the video together. 
 

So if you are up for it, email me at jandbwatson@gmail.com  
 

Thanks 

 

Bruce Watson 
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HENRY LAWSON—QUIZ 

 

1) Who was Henry Lawson?  2) Which state was he mostly in?   3) Who did he 
marry?  4)  Who did he have a romance with when younger?  5) Name at least one 
of his most famous works.  6) What was his major downfall in life?  7) Which 
Canadian singer has recorded/sung some of his poems?  8) Name some well-
known Australian musicians who have set Lawson’s poetry to music. 
 

Answers to last quiz:  1) 1st September  2) 1st August 3) 1992  4) All things 
Australian  5) Hurstbridge  6) Golden wattle (acacia pycnantha). 
.__________________________________________________________________ 

 

     BILLABONG BAND REPORT—OCTOBER 2020   
 

There are unfortunately no gigs to report on due to the current health crisis and 
subsequent forced cancellation of large gatherings. We are, however, hoping that 
this latest lockdown in Victoria will soon pass and the restrictions will again be 
eased so that we can eventually get back to the real world of song and dance. 

Upcoming gigs (most of which will probably be cancelled due to the pandemic): 

Oct 23rd - Lionsbrae 

Dec 2nd - Yarrunga Retirees Christmas party 

Dec 5th - VFMC dance 

Dec 18th - Lionsbrae 

 

                           - Billabong Band coordinators:  Maree and Trevor  
—————————————————————————————————————- 

SOME MUSICAL JOKES:    

“Are you going to come along quietly, or do you want musical accompaniment?” 

Spike Milligan 

“I wrote a song, but I can’t read music so I don’t know what it is.” 

Steven Wright 

“All music is folk music. I ain’t never heard a horse sing a song.” 

Louis Armstrong 

 

“If lawyers are disbarred and clergymen defrocked, doesn’t it follow that 
electricians can be delighted and musicians denoted?” 

George Carlin 



Australian Tradition 15 

 

             November 2020 

Regular Functions at Other VenuesRegular Functions at Other VenuesRegular Functions at Other VenuesRegular Functions at Other Venues    

 

 

Bendigo Folk Club 

Graham Borrell, 0438 437 680 

buzza@bendigo.net.au 

Feature concert on the 3rd Friday of each 
month 8-11pm, under the grandstand at the 
Queen Elizabeth oval, Bendigo 

Bush Dance and Music Club  
of Bendigo Inc 

Monthly bush dance at Bendigo East, third 
Saturday every month, at Holy Trinity 
Church Hall, Keck St, Flora Hill.  Contact 
Mary Smith 5442-1153 or email 
secretary@bendigobushdance.org.au 

 

Berwick and District Folk Club 

Edward Nass / Christine Trimnell,  
03 9702 1223 /0418 535 264 

badfolk@optusnet.com.au 

Featured artist 3rd Friday February to 
December, The Old Cheese Factory, 34 
Homestead Road, Berwick Vic. 3806 
www.badfolk.org.au 

Boite World Music Cafe 

Therese Virtue 03 9417 1983 
admin@boite.asn.au 

Friday & Saturday - March to November, 1 
Mark St, North Fitzroy, www.boite.asn.au 

Geelong Folk Music Club 

Ade Kelly (03)5241-3749, 
adenmyra@bigpond.com.au, Pete Fogarty 
(03)5339-7887. Featuring quality acts from 
around the country and overseas. Sessions 
every Thursday at Hotel Max, 2 Gheringhap 
St, Geelong. Open Mic. Performance events 
first Tuesday at Irish Murphy’s, 30 
Aberdeen St & 3rd Tuesdays at Hotel  Max. 
Bookings: Paula Grembka 0401 671 1310.   
http://www.geelongfolkmusicclub.com/ 

 

Comhaltas (Collingwood) 

Joan and Ray Mundy run a session on the 1st 
and 3rd Wednesday of every month, starts 
7.30pm. Supper. Maree: 9471-0690                    

 

Gippsland Acoustic Music Club 

Barbara Brabets, 03 5174 7403 

Local musicians and concert opportunities. 
1st Sunday at 7:45 pm, Tyers Hall, Tyers 

www.musicclub.org 

 

Selby Folk Club 

David Miller, 03 9751 1218 

miller@a1.com.au 

1st Friday every month, at 8:00 pm, Selby 
Community House Minok Reserve 

www.home.aone.net.au/~selbyfolkclub 

 

Peninsula Folk Club 

First Sunday of each month, at the Frankston 
Bowling Club on the corner of Yuille Street 
and Williams Rd, Frankston, from 6:30 pm 
on.  Carparking, great facilities, no stairs. 

peninsulafolkclub.org.au 

Creswick Folk Club 

Second Friday, from 7.30 pm at the 
American Hotel in Creswick; and 

Fourth Friday, from 7.30 pm at the Old 
Station in Creswick. 
Enquiries: Graeme: 03 5334 5551   
www.facebook.com/creswickfolkclub/ 
 

Fireside Fiddlers 

For fiddles plus other string melody 
instruments, such as mandolins. 

Every Monday evening at various 
venues. For further information, contact 
Denise Hibbs:  0402 050 524 

 

Newport Folk Club 

 

Certain Friday nights at  7.30 pm plus other 
evenings, e.g. Tues Blues and Sunday 2 pm 
singalongs etc. 
See website for up-to-date calendar. 
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ContactsContactsContactsContacts    

Secretary 

Jane Bullock 

Telephone:  9762 1389   

Email: secretary@vfmc.org.au 

Ringwood East Folk Club 

Don Fraser 
Telephone:  0407 737 202 

Email: sessions@vfmc.org.au 

Family/Children’s Bush Dance 

Jane Bullock          
Telephone:  9762 1389 

Email: dance@vfmc.org.au 

Concert Party Engagements 

Maree Buttler 
Telephone:  9733 0802 

Email: 
billabongband@vfmc.org.au 

 

THE VICTORIAN FOLK MUSIC 
CLUB INCORPORATED 

 

INVITES YOU TO JOIN THE CLUB 

Members of the VFMC are entitled to - 

• The monthly Club Newsletter 

• Concessions at Club events 

• Discounts on Club publications 

• Discounts on Club CD’s  

• Affiliation with other organizations 

 

VFMC Postal Address 

P.O. Box 215, Ringwood East, Vic. 
3135 

VFMC Website 

http://www.vfmc.org.au 


