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  PLEASE NOTE: OUR  2023 TUESDAY SESSIONS START ON 
TUESDAY  24TH JANUARY, WHICH IS A 4TH TUESDAY SO IS 
AN ALL-IN ROUND ROBIN SESSION (IN THE HALL ONLY) 

NEWSLETTER OF THE VICTORIAN FOLK MUSIC CLUB INCORPORATED 
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NOTE: PLEASE CHECK IF EVENTS 

  
Club Weekly Sessions 

Weekly Sessions                  
Every Tuesday of the month except the 
2nd (Concert night), Ringwood Uniting 
Church Hall, Station St. plus online 
access. From 7.15 Australian Folk Songs; 
7.45 - 9.15 main supportive round robin 
session for singing, playing, reciting, 
performing, yarns, workshops, etc. The 
4th Tuesday is for all-in round robin 
playing of tunes, dance sets & group 
singing. $5 members, $6 non members. 
All welcome. www.vfmc.org.au  

Guest Performer Concert 

On the second Tuesday of the month 
(instead of the weekly session) a concert 
is held featuring top acoustic performers. 
Ringwood Uniting Church Hall and/or 
online. Concerts start with open stage 
acts at 7.45pm, finishing 10.00pm. $14, 
$12 conces and $10 members, kids free.   

Club Event CalendarClub Event CalendarClub Event CalendarClub Event Calendar    

ARE ZOOM, LIVE OR HYBRID!  

 

By-Ear Sessions 

To be organised at a future date -
hopefully. 

 

Ringwood Colonial Dance 

Family Bush Dance, first Saturday of 
every month except January 8-11pm at 
the Ringwood East Senior Citizens Hall, 
Laurence Grove. A different band each 
month and all ages are welcome. $12, 
$10 concession and members, kids free. 
No charge. Contact: Jane 9762-1389 / 
www.vfmc.org.au 

 

Ringwood Children’s Dance 

Every 3rd Saturday of each month except 
December and January. 2-3.30pm at the 
Ringwood East Senior Citizens Hall, 
Laurence  Grove. Live band each month. 
All school age children welcome. $5 a 
child, $10 a family. Adults free. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

  1st 
  

2nd 3rd 4th 

Family 

Bush Dance 

 

5th 

 

6th 

 

 

7th 

Club Session 

HYBRID 

8th 9th 

 

 

 

 

10th 11th 

 

12th 13th 

 

 

14th 

Concert Night 
Guest artist/s 

HYBRID 

15th 16th 17th 

 

  

18th 

(no 
children’s 

dance) 

19th 

 

  

20th 

 

21st 
Club Session 

HYBRID 

22nd 

 

 

23rd 

 

 

24th 

 

25th 

 

 

26th 

 

 

27th 

 

   

28th 

Club Session 

HYBRID 

All in 
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SPOT ACTS:  

The audience at the December Concert was treated to a very successful CD launch 
of Bruce Watson’s 8th cd, ‘Year Of Wonders’. With 90 or so 
patrons in the hall, MC Robyn introduced Ed Robins as the first 
Spot Act with two of his own songs. The first, Waning Moon, 
reflected on the recent passing of two family members, one 
fading with dementia, the other with muscular dystrophy. Not a 
happy situation to be in but nice that Ed had them in mind. His 
second song was observations on a gecko feeding on insects 
attracted to the light, like a mini crocodile with a sadistic smile. Good songs Ed. 

Bill Buttler with guitar was inspired by Farewell Farewell, a 
Richard Thompson song (Fairport Convention), and followed with a 
fine Dubliners song, The Newry Highwayman. As might be 
expected things did not end well for the 
subject. 

Peter Read with his own guitar and Bill 
Buttler on dulcimer sang Peter’s catchy song, The Silver 
Lining, a song in the style of an old English folk song. 

Then I’ve Never Been A Cowboy, 
with harmonica and mandolin. He’s 
never been a sailor, never been a jailer either. Well done 
Peter, two interesting songs.  

From Bruce’s band, Gavin on uke and Peter on percussion 
sang a quirky song for Gavin’s kids entitled Particle Man. 

While the next act readied Robyn made mention of the 
locations of some of the 29 online visitors who came in on 
Zoom. Remarkably they were from all over the place - north 
coast NSW, WA, ACT, Nth Queensland, Auckland, Brisbane, 
Britain, Wales.  

Bill and Ellen sang a French song with lovely accordion and 
guitar, and followed by another of the Main Act 
guest musos Caitlin, who played the slow 
movement from Rodrigo’s guitar Concerto de 
Aranjuez on violin.  

Peter V. and Gavin completed the night’s Spot Acts with the 
simple truth that we can’t live without the trees, inspired by a 
2000 year old pine in Tasmania. 

                                                         (continued over…) 

CONCERT NIGHT REVIEW—DECEMBER 
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                      CONCERT NIGHT REVIEW (CONTINUED)        

MAIN ACT: Our main act this month was Bruce Watson and friends’ special 
concert to mark the launch of Bruce’s eighth and latest CD, ‘Year of Wonders’. 
Bruce assembled most of the musicians that feature on the CD to perform live 
with him in the CD launch concert. And what a great group of talent to 
entertain us! Hugh Belfrage on cello, Ellen Hundley keyboard, Gavin 
McCarthy double bass, Peter Vadiveloo percussion, Darryl Thompson dobro 
and electric guitar and Caitlin French violin. Though the group all participated 
in the CD production, they had not hitherto played together as a band. 

Fittingly, the opening number was 
the title song ‘Year of Wonders’ 
relating the trials and tribulations 
but also the opportunities and 
positives that we all experienced 
during the Covid lockdowns. The 
song was one of thirty that Bruce 
wrote in the thirty days of April 
2020. Indeed, all but one of the 
songs on Year of Wonders are from 
the ‘thirty in thirty’ project. 

The next song was an ode to the Pangolin, a unique endangered reptile-like 
mammal that is among the most illegally trafficked animals in the world. A 
lively, entertaining and thought-provoking piece with superb violin 
accompaniment from Caitlin. From Pangolins to bones -‘These Old Bones’ told 
how the body may grow weary with age but love in the heart can remain as 
strong as ever as the years go by.  

If Bruce was not a musician, odds are that he’d make a good living as a stand-

up comedian if his next song ‘I’m on the Train’ is any indicator. Clearly, 
people talking loudly into mobile phones has made a profound impression on 
Bruce to the extent that despite being in lockdown, he was moved to dedicate a 
song to these annoying people. The Ballad of Normie Rowe brought back 
memories for many in the audience, complemented by some interesting history. 
Normie’s musical journey began in a church choir in Preston. He found fame 
through rock ’n roll and was conscripted to serve in Vietnam. The song was 
complemented by some fine rock guitar by Darryl Thompson. The historical 
theme continued with ‘The Land is a Map’ telling how the original first nations 
names were replaced by European settler’s sometimes trite names. The 
mournful sentiments were expressed musically by some lovely cello and violin 
harmonies. 

                    (continued over…) 
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CONCERT NIGHT REPORT (continued): 
 

A waltz tune followed - the Mudgee Waltz - with Bruce’s lyrics telling of the 
remarkable achievements of Shirley Andrews, not only as an exponent of dance 
tradition and music but also in medical science and campaigning for indigenous 
rights. And to demonstrate their multi faceted talents, Bruce and Caitlin broke into 
a graceful circular waltz while playing and singing. 

Humour and history then 
followed - the first through ‘Old 
Songwriters Never Die’ and then 
the story of the rather tragic life 
of American chess champion 
Bobby Fischer. To cheer us up 
again, we were treated to a song 
dedicated to arguably the ugliest 
creature in the world, the 

Blobfish but despite its ugliness, it is endangered and the world would be poorer 
should we lose it. 

To conclude, Bruce sang of the emotional messages tied up in a letter from a 
loved one. These reminders are being lost in today’s world of instant electronic 
communication. A sequel followed - ‘The Glass’ about the vicissitudes of life and 
how we can see the glass either half full or half empty. 

Such was the quality of this performance that Bruce and the band could not escape 
without an encore. They obliged with ‘John Snow and The Men That Changed 
The World’ - the story of a19th century English doctor who used maps to identify 
polluted water as a key factor in the spread of cholera. 

Overall, a fabulous performance by Bruce  and the group of talented musicians. 
Bruce is a born entertainer and a songwriter whose songs are variously light 
hearted, entertaining, thought provoking, moving, informative and sometimes 
hilarious (think ‘I’m On The Train’).  

Bruce acknowledged Moira Tyres and Wendy Ealey who did backing vocals on 
Year of Wonders. Wendy did artwork for the CD and Jill Watson took the 
rainbow photo. The Darebin song writing group made helpful contributions for 
some of the songs. 

 

        Review by Don Fraser (spot acts) and Michael Hassett (main act) 

 

 

 



Australian Tradition 7 

 

             February 2023 

The Dance Page 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1st Feb. 2nd 3rd 

 

 

 

 

4th 

VFMC  
Family 
Dance 

Borderline 

Kaylee 

5th 

 

TSDAV 

Contra 

 

6th 

 

 

7th 

 

 

 

 

8th 

 

Irish 

9th 

 

 

10th 

 

English 

11th 

 

 

12th 

 

Claddagh 

 

 

 

13th 

 

 

14th 

 

English 

 

 

 

15th 

 

Irish  

16th 

 

Colonial 
Bush Dance 

17th 

 

 

18th 

 

Bendigo 

East Hop 

 

19th 

 

Welsh 

20th 

 

21st 
 

22nd 

 

Irish 

23rd 

 

24th 

 

English 

25th 

 

26th 

 

Claddagh 

 

 

27th 

 

 

28th 

 

English 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 1st March 

 

Irish 

 

2nd 

 

3rd 

 

 

4th 

VFMC  
Family 
Dance 

Brumbies 

Bush Band 

5th 

 

TSDAV 

Contra 

 

 

6th 

 

Scottish 

7th 

 

English 

 

 

8th 

 

Irish 

 

 

9th 

 

Scottish 

10th 

 

English 

11th 

 

Scottish 

 

Diary dates for February :  Please check before going to any of these dances  
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THE DANCE PAGE (continued) 

Claddagh —Irish set dancing at St George’s Anglican Church, Warncliffe Rd, 
Ivanhoe. Sunday 2-5pm Contact Rod: 9497-1793 

VFMC Family Dance at East Ringwood Elderly Citizens Hall, Laurence Grove, 
East Ringwood. Family 8-11pm.  Contact Jane: 9762-1389  

Irish Wednesday Irish dancing at St. Phillips Church, Hoddle Street, 
Collingwood 8-10pm. Contact Marie: 9471-0690 

English Tuesday dancing at Bennettswood Neighbourhood House, 7 
Greenwood Street, Burwood 8-10pm. Contact George 9890-5650 

English Friday at Church of Christ Hall, 1 The Avenue, Surrey Hills. 8-10pm.   
Contact  George: 9890-5650 

Welsh Dancing at Church of Christ hall, 1 The Avenue, Surrey Hills. 2-4.30pm. 
Contact Ian: 9878-2414 

Contra Dance: 7.30-10.15pm. Info: 0422 932 532 

Scottish Monday & Saturday: Paton Memorial Hall, Deepdene Uniting 
Church,  958 Burke Road, Deepdene. 8pm.                                                
Contact: Deepdene.dancers@bigpond.com 

Scottish Thursday: Taggerty Hall, Maroondah Highway at Taggerty, corner of 
Thornton Rd. 7-9pm.                                                                                    
Contact: Di Gaylard: 5963 3277 or musicman@virtual.net.au 

Bendigo East Hop: Keck Street Hall, Flora Hill. Contact dpearse@iinet.au 

     -  by Jane Bullock 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

                                              FOR SALE 

 

Vintage Hohner Corso G/C  Button Accordion 

Made in Germany 1950s.   $550  
Red - Very good condition. Slight wear (one sticky button needs adjusting) 

Phone: Bette 0438 049 557 
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2023 TUESDAY SESSIONS—UPDATE 

This is an advance notice that we will be making several changes for the Tuesday 
Sessions this year. 

The first change is that the fourth Tuesday in the month will be a ‘hall only’ Session – 
no Zoom, no projector screen, just good old-fashioned musicians sitting in a circle and 
playing. 

Zoomers, we are pleased to be able to commit to running the hybrid Zoom-hall 
Sessions on the other two Tuesdays of the month and for the Concerts on the second 
Tuesday.   

The second change is that Zoom Sessions on weeks 1 and 3 will be ticketed, just like 
the Concerts. We are exploring ways of making it as easy as possible for Zoomers to 
buy tickets, and we will provide support for those who haven’t used the ticketing 
system before. We don’t want to discourage Zoomers from enjoying our VFMC 
Sessions, but we do need to ensure that the costs of all Club activities are adequately 
covered. 

Sessions will start again in 2023 on Tuesday 24th of January. This will be a fourth 
Tuesday ‘All-in’ Session at Ringwood Uniting Church Hall, 30 - 32 Station Street, 
Ringwood. We look forward to another year of wonderful music making. 

The fourth Tuesday ‘hall only’ Session has been prompted by member feedback. The 
Committee feels this arrangement is more compatible with the uninterrupted and 
spontaneous experience of a true instrumental playing Session, as found at festivals, the 
back room of an Irish pub on a Sunday afternoon or wherever players gather to make 
communal music.  

As there will be no laptop, projector etc. on these fourth Tuesdays, attendees will need 
to bring their own music stand and music books. To make this manageable, initially we 
will restrict ourselves to tunes and songs from the Collectors’ Choice sets (three 
books), Begged Borrowed & Stolen (BBS) and the Joy Durst Songbook.  If you have 
copies of these books, bring them along.  If not, they will be available for purchase at a 
very reasonable price in the hall. 

A reminder will be sent with more information as we get closer to January. In the 
meantime, feel free to drop an email to sessions@vfmc.org.au if you have any 
comments or concerns. 

 

For the Sessions Sub-Committee. 

Don Fraser 
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     60th Anniversary Nariel-Creek Folk Festival                                                      
         27th December 2022 - 2nd January 2023 

We arrived on Tuesday 27th December 2022 in time to settle into our cabin at 
Colac Colac Caravan Park and then have happy hour with other folkies already 
there.  It was Ray Mundy's birthday and Joan had made him a cake so we sang 
happy birthday and sampled the cake.  After dinner – leftovers from Christmas - 
we were all off to the Cudgewa Hall for the first dance of the Nariel Folk Festival.  
The dancers did outnumber the musicians but not by that much!  The music was 
great and the programme was well thought out. The dance finished early as some 
of us were tired! 

Wednesday and we went into Corryong and bought essentials and non ones too!  
The dance today was the Contra.  John having broken his elbow wasn't here so 
Lynnette took over, Maggie, Kirsty, Richard and I all helped out with calling 
some interesting dances.  We had about 8 musicians keeping us all in time.  
Stephen and I with the folkies from the caravan park all went to dinner at the 
Cudgewa Pub.  Well ,when we got there, there was no fish or pizza left so I opted 
for bangers and mash but by the time my dinner arrived no mash left so I ended up 
with bangers and chips. 

Thursday was the day for Ian Simpson's memorial service and this was held down 
at the Festival site at 8pm.  Before that, with the support of all our folkie mates, 
we ran a family bush dance for the families staying at the Caravan Park. We 
wondered how the dance would work in the late afternoon instead of early 
evening, but it seemed even more popular than in other years, and we all had great 
fun for a couple of hours. 

Ian's memorial service was special. Emma, his daughter, spoke about her dad, and 
then others were invited to share memories of Ian with us all.  It was beautiful, the 
sun was setting and we were all caught up in the moment.  Down where Ian used 
to set up camp, an octagonal (concertina shape) ring of benches had been built, 
with a fire pit in the middle. To conclude the event, Ian's Waltz was played with 
numerous musicians sitting on the newly installed benches. (See p.13 for waltz) 

Friday 30th December, the next dance in the Cudgewa Hall, and it was packed. 
The stage was packed with musicians and the floor with dancers.  Lots of young 
families attended with their children and all got up and danced and had lots of fun.  
It was a great night and Jen Simpson had organized a great programme.  This one 
was a late night but I wasn't tired as I love to dance and even Stephen stayed 
awake on the stage playing his recorder. 

         (continued over…) 
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New Year's Eve and we all went over to the Festival Site by 7.30pm for the 60th 
Anniversary ceremony and cake. Ray Simpson welcomed everyone and then Jen 
Simpson took over and introduced Stephen, who spoke about the long term 
connection between the Nariel Festival and the VFMC. After the speeches, Keith 
Klippel, son of Con and Beat Klippel who founded the festival, and who still 
played with the Nariel Band throughout the festival, was called to the stage to cut 
the huge birthday cake. Children got to eat a piece first and then the adults were 
allowed a slice.  The evening continued on a high from there.  The Nariel band 
playing first with Jen calling and then some of them left the stage and other 
musicians got up to play for the next couple of hours with Maggie, myself and Pete 
Anderson calling. It was great for the callers as we only had to mention the next 
dance will be …. and there were hundreds of people on the 'Green' ready to dance.  
The Nariel band musicians came back onto the stage after 11pm, and soon it was 
time for the countdown to say goodbye to 2022 and hello 2023. 

We finished the evening celebrating with all the folkies at the Caravan Park with 
mulled wine and biscuits our grand-children had made. 

New Year's day 2023 we slept in! Later, we joined in with the chicken and 
champagne breakfast with our friends at the caravan park before spending a couple 
of peaceful hours down at the 'Green' listening to a very good 'blackboard' concert.  
We didn't get to the dance that night as we were a bit tired still, but I understand it 
was just as good as the night before. 

However, we did get to the last dance of the Nariel Folk Festival, which was held 
in the Cudgewa Hall on the 2nd of January.  The festival committee had instituted 
a shuttle bus from the Festival Site and Caravan Park to Cudgewa hall which was a 
brilliant idea and was well used. 

This last dance wasn't as packed as the 30th one but nevertheless the hall was filled 
with excited dancers and talented musicians.  The supper, as always at the hall, was 
very tasty and eaten with gusto after we had used up so much energy. 

We left on the 3rd January, having re-booked our accommodation for the next 
festival, and had a safe journey home.  

     Report by Jane Bullock 

Vale Ron Lewis 

With sadness we report the passing of past club member Ron Lewis. Ron has 
battled illness for several years, buy despite painful arthritis continued to play his 
concertina from time to time. He was a regular participant at music sessions at 
Fairfield, and performed regularly with the Billabong Band at that time.             
Our thoughts are with his wife Jenny and family.                  - by Steve Bullock 
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DIDGERIDOO— QUIZ 

1) What is a didgeridoo?  2)  Is the word ‘didgeridoo’ Aboriginal?  3) What are 
didgeridoos traditionally made of?   4) What insect is necessary?  5) Who are 
forbidden to play didgeridoos? 6) What sort of breathing is required to play a 
didgeridoo?  
Answers to last quiz:-   
1) Percussion  2) Membranophone  3) No  4) Their tactile nature and easy use 
5) The bodhran (Irish drum). 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

BILLABONG BAND REPORT—JANUARY 2022 

We had two gigs in December:- 

Saturday 3rd December: VFMC Christmas bush dance. A smaller 
band than usual for the break-up dance - Joan, Ray, Katy, Maggie, 
Trev, Selina and Fran. They did a great job. Fun night had by all. 

Tuesday 19th December: Christmas concert at Donwood. The 
audience really enjoyed our program of Aussie songs and Christmas 
carols. Thanks to Trev, Margie, Dominic, Michael, Mary, Carol, 
Steve and Maree. We all had a lovely Christmas drink (coffee) in the 
Donwood café afterwards. 

Upcoming events: 

January 25th. Australia Day concert at Donwood. 

Australia Day at Donwood is the only confirmed gig for early 2023. 

The community room at Forest Hill Chase has a program that 
includes various forms of weekly entertainment. I've spoken with 
one of the organisers just before Christmas and she is very keen to 
hear us with the possibility of playing a number of times throughout 
the year. I'll contact her when the centre reopens later in 
January. The community room is run by a combined churches 
group.  

     - by Coordinator: Trev Voake 
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Regular Functions at Other Venues  Regular Functions at Other Venues  Regular Functions at Other Venues  Regular Functions at Other Venues  check if oncheck if oncheck if oncheck if on    

 

 

Bendigo Folk Club 

Graham Borrell, 0438 437 680 

buzza@bendigo.net.au 

Feature concert on the 3rd Friday of each 
month 8-11pm, under the grandstand at the 
Queen Elizabeth oval, Bendigo 

Bush Dance and Music Club  
of Bendigo Inc 

Monthly bush dance at Bendigo East, third 
Saturday every month, at Holy Trinity 
Church Hall, Keck St, Flora Hill.  Contact 
Mary Smith 5442-1153 or email 
secretary@bendigobushdance.org.au 

 

Berwick and District Folk Club 

Edward Nass / Christine Trimnell,  
03 9702 1223 /0418 535 264 

badfolk@optusnet.com.au 

Featured artist 3rd Friday February to 
December, The Old Cheese Factory, 34 
Homestead Road, Berwick Vic. 3806 
www.badfolk.org.au 

Boite World Music Cafe 

Therese Virtue 03 9417 1983 
admin@boite.com.au 

Friday & Saturday - March to November,    
1 Mark St, North Fitzroy, www.boite.com.au 

Geelong Folk Music Club 

Ade Kelly (03)5241-3749, 
adenmyra@bigpond.com.au, Pete Fogarty 
(03)5339-7887. Featuring quality acts from 
around the country and overseas. Sessions 
every Thursday at Hotel Max, 2 Gheringhap 
St, Geelong. Open Mic. Performance events 
first Tuesday at Irish Murphy’s, 30 
Aberdeen St & 3rd Tuesdays at Hotel  Max. 
Bookings: Paula Grembka 0401 671 1310.   
http://www.geelongfolkmusicclub.com/ 

 

Comhaltas (Collingwood) 

Joan and Ray Mundy run a session on the 1st 
and 3rd Wednesday of every month, starts 
7.30pm. Supper. Maree: 9471-0690                    

 

Gippsland Acoustic Music Club 

Barbara Brabets, 03 5174 7403 

Local musicians and concert opportunities. 
1st Sunday at 7:45 pm, Tyers Hall, Tyers 

www.musicclub.org 

 

Selby Folk Club 

David Miller, 03 9751 1218 

miller@a1.com.au 

1st Friday every month, at 8:00 pm, Selby 
Community House Minok Reserve 

www.home.aone.net.au/~selbyfolkclub 

 

Peninsula Folk Club 

First Sunday of each month, at the Frankston 
Bowling Club on the corner of Yuille Street 
and Williams Rd, Frankston, from 6:30 pm 
on.  Carparking, great facilities, no stairs. 

peninsulafolkclub.org.au 

Creswick Folk Club 

Second Friday, from 7.30 pm at the 
American Hotel in Creswick; and 

Fourth Friday, from 7.30 pm at the Old 
Station in Creswick. 
Enquiries: Graeme: 03 5334 5551   
www.facebook.com/creswickfolkclub/ 
 

Fireside Fiddlers 

For fiddles plus other string melody 
instruments, such as mandolins. 

Every Monday evening at various 
venues. For further information, contact 
Denise Hibbs:  0402 050 524 

 

Newport Folk Club 

 

Certain Friday nights at  7.30 pm plus other 
evenings, e.g. Tues Blues and Sunday 2 pm 
singalongs etc. 
See website for up-to-date calendar. 
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ContactsContactsContactsContacts    

Secretary 

Jane Bullock 

Telephone:  9762 1389   

Email: secretary@vfmc.org.au 

Session Co-ordinator 

Don Fraser 
Telephone:  0407 737 202 

Email: sessions@vfmc.org.au 

Family/Children’s Bush Dance 

Jane Bullock          
Telephone:  9762 1389 

Email: dance@vfmc.org.au 

Billabong Band Engagements 

Maree Buttler 
Telephone:  9733 0802 

Email: 
billabongband@vfmc.org.au 

 

THE VICTORIAN FOLK MUSIC 
CLUB INCORPORATED 

 

INVITES YOU TO JOIN THE CLUB 

Members of the VFMC are entitled to - 

• The monthly Club Newsletter 

• Concessions at Club events 

• Discounts on Club publications 

• Discounts on Club CD’s  

• Affiliation with other organizations 

 

VFMC Postal Address 

P.O. Box 215, Ringwood East, Vic. 
3135 

VFMC Website 

http://www.vfmc.org.au 


