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THE VFMC CONCERT NIGHT ON THE SECOND TUESDAY THIS 
MONTH (10/8) HAS, DUE TO THE CURRENT LOCKDOWN, BEEN 
MOVED TO TUESDAY 24TH AUGUST IN ZOOM FORMAT—WITH 
GUEST ARTIST MARTYN WYNDHAM-READ.  Details page 14. 
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NOTE: PLEASE CHECK IF EVENTS 

  
Club Weekly Sessions 

Weekly Sessions                  
Every Tuesday of the month except the 
2nd (Concert night), Ringwood Uniting 
Church Hall, Station St. plus online 
access. From 7.15 Australian Folk Songs; 
7.45 - 9.15 main supportive round robin 
session for singing, playing, reciting, 
performing, yarns, workshops, etc. The 
4th Tuesday is for all-in round robin 
playing of tunes, dance sets & group 
singing. $5 members, $6 non members. 
All welcome. www.vfmc.org.au  
Guest Performer Concert 

On the second Tuesday of the month 
(instead of the weekly session) a concert 
is held featuring top acoustic performers. 
Ringwood Uniting Church Hall and/or 
online. Concerts start with open stage 
acts at 7.45pm, finishing 10.00pm. $14, 
$12 conces and $10 members, kids free.   

Club Event CalendarClub Event CalendarClub Event CalendarClub Event Calendar    

ARE ZOOM, LIVE OR HYBRID!  

 

By-Ear Sessions 

To be organised at a future date 
hopefully. 
 

Ringwood Colonial Dance 

Family Bush Dance, first Saturday of 
every month except January 8-11pm at 
the Ringwood East Senior Citizens Hall, 
Laurence Grove. A different band each 
month and all ages are welcome. $12, 
$10 concession and members, kids free. 
No charge. Contact: Jane 9762-1389 / 
www.vfmc.org.au 
 
Ringwood Children’s Dance 

Every 3rd Saturday of each month except 
December and January. 2-3.30pm at the 
Ringwood East Senior Citizens Hall, 
Laurence  Grove. Live band each month. 
All school age children welcome. $5 a 
child, $10 a family. Adults free. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 
 

 
  

 1st 
  

2nd 3rd 4th 
Family 

Bush Dance 
Zoom? 

5th 
 

6th 
 
 

7th 
Club Session 
LIVE/ZOOM 

8th 9th 
 
 
 
 

10th 11th 
 

12th 13th 
 
 
 

14th 
Concert Night 
LIVE/ZOOM 
Guest artist/s 

15th 16th 17th 18th 
Children’s 

Dance 
Zoom Eve 

Dance 
 

19th 
 
 

20th 
 
 

21st 
Club Session 
LIVE/ZOOM 

 

22nd 
 
 

23rd 
 
 

24th 
Woolshed 

Ball 
 

25th 
 
 

26th 
 
 

27th 
 
   

28th 
Club Session 
LIVE/ZOOM 

(all in) 

29th 
 
 

30th 
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PLEASE CHECK BEFOREHAND IF THIS EVENT IS ZOOM ONLY  
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IMPORTANT MESSAGE:  Due to Covid restrictions, please check the 
VFMC website for current information regarding ticket buying etc. as 
both the workshops and dance are very likely to end up run via Zoom. 
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Due to Covid restrictions, check the VFMC website for current info re 
ticketing etc. as workshops and dance will probably be run via Zoom. 
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The Dance Page 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
   1st 

 
Irish or 

Colonials 

2nd 3rd 
 

English 

4th 
VFMC Family 

Dance 
WATTLE DAY 

FESTIVAL 
Blackberry Jam

Zoom? 
5th 

 
Contra 

6th 
 

Scottish 

7th 
 

English 
 
 

8th 
 

Irish or 
Colonials 

9th 
 

Scottish 

10th 
 
 

11th 
 

Scottish 

12th 
 

Claddagh 
 
 

13th 
 

Scottish 
 
 
 

14th 
 

English 
 
 
 

15th 
 

Irish or 
Colonials 

 
 

16th 
 

Colonial 

17th 
 

English 
 

18th 
VFMC  

Children’s  
Dance 2-3pm 
VFMC Zoom 
Dance 7.30pm 
Bendigo Gala 

dance 
19th 

 
Welsh 

 
 

20th 
 

Scottish 
 
  

21st 
 

English 
 
 

22nd 
 

Irish or 
Colonials 

 
 

23rd 
 
 

24th 
 

WOOLSHED 
BALL 

See flyer inside 
 
 

 
 

26th 
 

Claddagh 
 
 

27th 
 

Scottish 
 
 
 
 

28th 
 

English 

29th 
 

Irish or  
Colonials 

30th   

 Diary  dates     for  early October:     

     1st 
 

English 

2nd 
VFMC Dance 

Borderline 
Kaylee 

3rd 
 

Contra 
 
 

4th 
 

Scottish 

5th  
 

English 

  6th 
 

Irish or  
Colonials 

    7th 
 

Scottish 

8th 
 
 

9th 
 

Scottish 

Diary dates for September:   
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 Due to COVID-19 restrictions PLEASE check before attending 

any of the dances below—see the VFMC website for updates.                                          
 
 
Claddagh - Irish set dancing at St George’s Anglican Church, Warncliffe Rd.    
Ivanhoe, Sunday 2-5pm. Contact Rod: 9497-1793 
VFMC Family dance  East Ringwood Senior Citizens Hall Laurence Grove, East 
Ringwood, 8-11pm. Contact Jane: 9762-1389 
 VFMC Children’s dance East Ringwood Senior Citizens Hall, Laurence Grove,      
East Ringwood, 2-3pm. Contact Jane: 9762-1389 
VFMC ZOOM DANCE—Your house to calling by Jane and Norm. See flyer for 
details 
Irish Wednesday Irish dancing at St. Phillips Church, Hoddle Street, Collingwood,      
8-10pm. Contact Marie: 9471-0690 
English dancing at Bennettswood Neighbourhood House, 7 Greenwood Street, 
Burwood 8-10pm. Contact George: 9890-5650 
Colonial Wednesday Social dance classes at Collingwood Senior Citizens   Hall,   
Eddy Crt. Abbotsford.  8-10pm. Contact Coral: 9885-6109  
 Colonial Thursday Australian Colonial/Bush Dance, Ashburton Uniting  Church,        
3 Ashburn Grove, Ashburton, 7.30-10pm. Contact Coral: 9885-6109  
Welsh Dancing at Church of Christ Hall, 1 The Avenue, Surrey Hills, 2-4.30pm. 
Contact Ian: 9878-2414 
Contra Sunday at Beckett Uniting Church, 72 Highfield Rd, Canterbury. 7.30-10.30  
pm. Info: 0422932532 
Scottish Monday and Saturday Paton Memorial Hall, Deepdene Uniting Church,    
958 Burke Road, Deepdene. 8pm.  Contact: Deepdene.dancers@bigpond.com  
Scottish Thursday at Taggerty Hll, Maroondah Highay at Taggerty, corner of  
Thornton Rd, 7-9pm. Contact Di Gaylard 5963-3277 of musicman@virtual.net.au 
Bendigo Gala Dance—contact 03 5442-1715 or     041917228 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
IMPORTANT UPCOMING EVENTS:- 

WATTLE DAY FESTIVAL: On Saturday 4th September from 10am to 6 
pm—workshops, some or all on Zoom. Dance 7.30-10.30pm East Ringwood 
Senior Citizens Hall, Laurence Grove, East Ringwood.  Contact Jane: 9762-
1389.   See flyer and program on pages 4 & 5. 
WOOLSHED BALL: On Saturday 24th September, 7-11pm. East Ringwood  
Senior Citizens Hall, Laurence Grove, East Ringwood. Dress in Colonial 
Costume but in your Footy Team Colours.  See flyer on page 10. 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

        -  by Jane Bullock 
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PLEASE CHECK BEFOREHAND IF THESE EVENTS ARE ZOOM ONLY 
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PLEASE CHECK BEFOREHAND IF THIS EVENT IS LIVE OR ZOOM 
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Billy of Tea—by Steve Bullock 

I no longer recall where I first heard this song, or was it a poem? I'm not sure. 
And true to the folk process, I've probably changed the odd word over the years. 
From my exhaustive research of several minutes on the internet, I've not been 
able to identify the author. I say author rather than composer because the tune is 
definitely known and played around the Victorian Folk Music Club as "Bonny 
Dundee". 

What may originally have been the first verse makes an excellent chorus. I insert 
this chorus as follows, where it gives the story a three-stage structure. 

"Billy Of Tea" (anon) 
Chorus: You can talk of your whiskey and talk of your beer, 
  There's something much nicer that's waiting us here. 
  It sits on the fire beneath the gum-tree. 
  There's much nicer than a billy of tea. 

 So fill up your tumblers as high as you can, 
 And don't you dare tell me it's not the best plan. 
 You can let all your beer and your spirits go free - 
 I'll stick to me darling old billy of tea.    Chorus 

 Well I rise in the morning before it is light, 
 And go to the nosebag to see it's alright, 
 That the ants on the sugar no mortgage have got, 
 And straight away swing my old black billy-pot, 
 
 And while it is boiling the horses I seek, 
 And follow them down as far as the creek. 
 I un-tie their hobbles and let them run free, 
 Then haste to tuck into that billy of tea.    Chorus 

 At night when I camp, if the day has been warm, 
 I give to my horses their tucker of corn. 
 From the two in the pole to the one in the lead, 
 A billy for each holds a comfortable feed. 

 Then the fire I make and the water I get, 
 And corned beef and damper in order I set, 
 But I don't touch the grub, though so hungry I be - 
 I wait till it's ready - that billy of tea!      Chorus 
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BILLY OF TEA (continued): 

The VFMC use of the old Scottish folk tune "Bonny Dundee" as a dance music tune 
follows a long established folk tradition. The tune was published in John Playford's 
"The Dancing Master" in 1688. 

This is the version currently played by the VFMC Billabong Band as “Bonnie 
Dundee”:- 

There have been many songs written to this tune. One of particular significance to 
"Billy of Tea" was written by Lewis Carroll: 

From Chapter IX of Through the Looking-Glass, 1871:  
To the Looking-Glass world it was Alice that said 
"I've a sceptre in hand, I've a crown on my head. 
Let the Looking-Glass creatures, whatever they be 
Come dine with the Red Queen, the White Queen and Me!" 
 
Then fill up the glasses with treacle and ink, 
Or anything else that is pleasant to drink: 
Mix sand with the cider, and wool with the wine-- 
And welcome Queen Alice with ninety-times-nine! 

 
"O Looking-Glass creatures," quoth Alice, "draw near! 
'Tis an honour to see me, a favour to hear: 
'Tis a privilege high to have dinner and tea 
Along with the Red Queen, the White Queen, and Me!" 
 
                                  (continued over…) 
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Then fill up the glasses with treacle and ink, 
Or anything else that is pleasant to drink: 
Mix sand with the cider, and wool with the wine-- 
And welcome Queen Alice with ninety-times-nine! 

 
Not only does the text relate to tea, but the first line of the second verse is a clear 
inspiration for the matching line in "Billy of Tea". 
 
Similar phrasing predates this in Sir Walter Scott's rather long poem "Bonnie 
Dundee" (1825) with the chorus: 
 

Come fill up my cup, come fill up my can, 
Come saddle your horses, and call up your men; 
Come open the west port and let me gae free,  
And it's room for the bonnets of Bonny Dundee! 

 
and phrasing in the 9th verse: 
 
"There are wild Duniewassals three thousand times three" 
 
is reflected in Carroll's last line: 
 
"And welcome Queen Alice with ninety-times-nine!" 
 
Military themes appear consistently around the tune, which is used as the regimental 
march by several British and Canadian regiments. Known for his military writings, 
Rudyard Kipling used the theme in his "Parade Song of the Camp Animals" in "The 
Jungle Book" (1894). The American Federate army used the tune for "Riding a Raid" 
during the civil war, and the Boer forces had their own parody during the second Anglo
-Boer War. 
 
So, we have a very old tune with strong military connections and a long history of 
parody. Then via contributions from Sir Walter Scott and Lewis Carroll we arrive at the 
Billy of Tea. I think it must be time to have a cup now. Cheers.    -  Steve Bullock 
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                                NANCI GRIFFITH—QUIZ 
1) Who was Nanci Griffith?  2) In what year was she born?  3) When did she die?     
4) Which famous male US singer did she sometimes perform with?   5) What tragic 
event inspired many of her songs? 6) Which famous Irish musicians (solo artist and 
band) did she sometimes perform with? 7) Name one of Nanci’s favourite songs that 
Bette Midler did better commercially with than Nanci?  
Answers to last quiz:- 
1) A British/Canadian poet & writer  2) Lancashire, England  3) Canada & France   
4) Rudyard Kipling  5) David Parry  6) The Man from Eldorado  7) The Cremation   
of Sam McGee. 
 

    IMPORTANT MESSAGE ABOUT CONCERT NIGHT 
The Concert advertised for the 10th August has been deferred till 24th August because 
of lockdowns. As this lockdown is continuing, we are going to have a Zoom only 
concert. Our guest artists, the Honeyfields, are unable to zoom their concert as they 
are unable to all be together.  We have postponed their concert and CD launch till our 
December concert on 14th December.                                                                          
Our guest artist for the 24th August concert will be Martyn Wyndham-Read from 
England. Martyn has a fabulous voice and reputation and I’m sure we will have no 
trouble selling tickets to his concert at such short notice. Book via VFMC website.                                           
Michael Hassett will organise Humanitix similar to what he did with Enda Kenny & 
Bruce Watson. Ticket holders will be refunded and can choose to rebook Martyn’s 
concert. They may also book Honeyfields for 14th December.                                
Please check out the VFMC website for further information.   - Maree Buttler  
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

BILLABONG BAND REPORT—AUGUST 2021 
 

Due to the ongoing COVD situation, these gigs for August have all been cancelled:- 
August 21st   Children’s dance  
August 22nd Music in Maroondah  
August 29th Music in Maroondah  
The music in Maroondah initiative (glorified busking) is deferred until after lockdown. 
Upcoming gigs: 
October 29th  Maldon festival 
November 7th Maroondah festival 
November 20th  Williamstown Highland Games & Celtic festival 
December 1st Tony Kelly’s retiree group 
December 3rd Regis aged care Blackburn 
December 4th  VFMC Christmas Dance 
We’re hoping we’ll be playing together again soon.  

     -  Billabong Band sub-committee: Maree Buttler, Stan Ciuchak, Trevor Voake 
 
 



Australian Tradition 15 

 

             September 2021  

Regular Functions at Other Venues  Regular Functions at Other Venues  Regular Functions at Other Venues  Regular Functions at Other Venues  check if oncheck if oncheck if oncheck if on    

 

 

Bendigo Folk Club 
Graham Borrell, 0438 437 680 
buzza@bendigo.net.au 
Feature concert on the 3rd Friday of each 
month 8-11pm, under the grandstand at the 
Queen Elizabeth oval, Bendigo 

Bush Dance and Music Club  
of Bendigo Inc 

Monthly bush dance at Bendigo East, third 
Saturday every month, at Holy Trinity 
Church Hall, Keck St, Flora Hill.  Contact 
Mary Smith 5442-1153 or email 
secretary@bendigobushdance.org.au 

 

Berwick and District Folk Club 
Edward Nass / Christine Trimnell,  
03 9702 1223 /0418 535 264 
badfolk@optusnet.com.au 
Featured artist 3rd Friday February to 
December, The Old Cheese Factory, 34 
Homestead Road, Berwick Vic. 3806 
www.badfolk.org.au 

Boite World Music Cafe 
Therese Virtue 03 9417 1983 
admin@boite.asn.au 
Friday & Saturday - March to November, 1 
Mark St, North Fitzroy, www.boite.asn.au 

Geelong Folk Music Club 
Ade Kelly (03)5241-3749, 
adenmyra@bigpond.com.au, Pete Fogarty 
(03)5339-7887. Featuring quality acts from 
around the country and overseas. Sessions 
every Thursday at Hotel Max, 2 Gheringhap 
St, Geelong. Open Mic. Performance events 
first Tuesday at Irish Murphy’s, 30 
Aberdeen St & 3rd Tuesdays at Hotel  Max. 
Bookings: Paula Grembka 0401 671 1310.   
http://www.geelongfolkmusicclub.com/ 

 

Comhaltas (Collingwood) 

Joan and Ray Mundy run a session on the 1st 
and 3rd Wednesday of every month, starts 
7.30pm. Supper. Maree: 9471-0690                    

 

Gippsland Acoustic Music Club 
Barbara Brabets, 03 5174 7403 
Local musicians and concert opportunities. 
1st Sunday at 7:45 pm, Tyers Hall, Tyers 
www.musicclub.org 

 

Selby Folk Club 
David Miller, 03 9751 1218 
miller@a1.com.au 
1st Friday every month, at 8:00 pm, Selby 
Community House Minok Reserve 

www.home.aone.net.au/~selbyfolkclub 

 

Peninsula Folk Club 
First Sunday of each month, at the Frankston 
Bowling Club on the corner of Yuille Street 
and Williams Rd, Frankston, from 6:30 pm 
on.  Carparking, great facilities, no stairs. 

peninsulafolkclub.org.au 

Creswick Folk Club 

Second Friday, from 7.30 pm at the 
American Hotel in Creswick; and 
Fourth Friday, from 7.30 pm at the Old 
Station in Creswick. 
Enquiries: Graeme: 03 5334 5551   
www.facebook.com/creswickfolkclub/ 
 

Fireside Fiddlers 

For fiddles plus other string melody 
instruments, such as mandolins. 

Every Monday evening at various 
venues. For further information, contact 
Denise Hibbs:  0402 050 524 

 
Newport Folk Club 

 
Certain Friday nights at  7.30 pm plus other 
evenings, e.g. Tues Blues and Sunday 2 pm 
singalongs etc. 
See website for up-to-date calendar. 
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ContactsContactsContactsContacts    

Secretary 

Jane Bullock 
Telephone:  9762 1389   
Email: secretary@vfmc.org.au 

Session Co-ordinator 

Don Fraser 
Telephone:  0407 737 202 
Email: sessions@vfmc.org.au 

Family/Children’s Bush Dance 

Jane Bullock          
Telephone:  9762 1389 
Email: dance@vfmc.org.au 

Billabong Band Engagements 

Maree Buttler 
Telephone:  9733 0802 
Email: 
billabongband@vfmc.org.au 

 

THE VICTORIAN FOLK MUSIC 
CLUB INCORPORATED 

 

INVITES YOU TO JOIN THE CLUB 

Members of the VFMC are entitled to - 
• The monthly Club Newsletter 
• Concessions at Club events 
• Discounts on Club publications 
• Discounts on Club CD’s  
• Affiliation with other organizations 

 

VFMC Postal Address 

P.O. Box 215, Ringwood East, Vic. 
3135 

VFMC Website 

http://www.vfmc.org.au 


